STMA Regional Conference Interest Form

Being involved with a Regional Conference can bring many benefits to your chapter including increased visibility, membership recruitment opportunities, new advertisers and sponsors, and idea-sharing for new chapter programs. Ultimately it is STMA’s goal to be able to profit share back to the chapters. Being a supporting chapter does not require any financial or personnel resources from your chapter.

 If your chapter is interested in supporting an STMA Regional Conference in your area, please fill out the following form. The STMA Chapter Relations Committee will review all  submittals and may be in contact for further information as they select the locations for up to two STMA Regional Events each year. 

Please submit this form to STMA by Oct. 1. The Chapter(s)  will be notified by Nov. 15.
The ideal STMA model for a Regional Conference and Exhibition is:
· a two-day event in the summer, combining formal education sessions and hands-on learning demonstrations, a trade show, and a “fun” networking event for the chapters to participate in (i.e. softball game, bocce ball, attend a sporting event together, etc.)
· The educational portion of the event must be substantial enough to qualify for CEUs.
· The ideal model allows for travel to the conference the first day in time to attend the conference, and travel home on the second day, with a one-night hotel stay.
· STMA manages all logistics, marketing, exhibition sales, registration, speaker contact, educational content, sponsorships, and set up and tear down.

However, STMA can create a Regional Conference to fit your locale, timing, and attendees’ schedule, if this will result in a successful event. Successful means that STMA breaks even, excellent education is provided to those who would not typically be able to attend the national STMA conference, and exhibitors and sponsors are satisfied. 
(Attached is the program from the 2009 Midwest Regional Conference as an example of a regional program format).
GENERAL INFORMATION

Primary STMA Chapter in support of this event

Chapter Name:

Chapter Contact:

List Other Chapters that are interested in supporting/attending this event

Chapters’ Names and a Contact for each

Proposed Location and facility for this event:

Proposed Dates:

Proposed Timing:   Same as model described above 
□ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
 If different than the current model, please describe it: 
Will the participating chapter(s) be able to bring in n combined attendance of ~200?

□ Y    □ N 
□ Don’t Know
Facilities

Is there 30,000 sq. ft. of space available for an exhibition? 
□ Y     □ N    □ Don’t Know
If Yes, is it  □ Indoor?
□ Outdoor?

If No, how much is? 

Is there a charge for the space?  □ Y   □ N   What is the cost?
Approximately how many total commercial members are members of the participating chapters? 
Is easily accessible parking available for both days’ events?  □ Y  □  N    □ Don’t Know

Is there a cost to park?  □ Y    □ N    □ Don’t Know
Are there sports facilities nearby that would be of interest for the attendees to tour?

□  Y   □ N   □ Don’t Know

If yes, please list:



Distance away?
Indoor

Is there indoor space to accommodate two concurrent classrooms of 100 each?

 □ Y   □ N  □ Don’t Know

If no, is there one space that can accommodate 200?  □ Y   □ N   □ Don’t Know
If yes, is there a charge for the meeting space?  □ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
If yes, how much?

Is A/V (i.e. microphones, screen, LCD projector) available?   □ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
Is there a charge for A/V?  □ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
If yes, how much?

Is there indoor space for lunch for 200?  □ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
Is there a charge for the lunch space?  □ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
Is there an on-site food and beverage provider? □ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
If yes, please note the provider’s name:

Will this facility allow you to use your own catering service? 
□ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
Outdoor

If exhibit space is outdoors, is there an indoor area it can be moved to in case of rain?   

□ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
Is there any additional outdoor space that demonstrations can be held, i.e., painting?
□ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
Is this space contiguous to the trade show area? □ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
If no, is it nearby?  □ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know  
If no, how far away?
Is water available, i.e. for an irrigation demo?  □ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
Is electricity available?  □ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
Please select N if STMA would be required to rent a generator
Would the same catering services as noted above be utilized?  □ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
If no, please explain:

Would tables and folding chairs be available (need approx. 100 8 ft. tables ; or 80 8 ft. and 20 rounds that each seat 8)  □ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know

If yes, what is the cost?


If no, from where would STMA rent them?  Company name


Rental cost:  Tables

Chairs

Are portable bleacher available?  □ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
Are portable microphones available?
□ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
Are there restroom facilities available?  □ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
If no, where would STMA rent Porta Johns? 

What is the cost?  
University Affiliation

Do you have a relationship with a university that performs turfgrass research?

□ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
If yes, would the university provide a tour of its turf research plots?   □ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
How far away from the trade show area is the research area?
Would transportation be required?  □ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
Accommodations
Are there hotel accommodations nearby?  □ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
How far away? 

Typical room rate?
Hotel Chain  □ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
If a Chain, what is its name?
Speakers

Indicate speakers/topics that would be of interest to the participating chapter members.
(list)
Speaker


Topic

Fun Events

Is there a golf course nearby that will block tee times for a group?  □ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
What is the approximate cost for each golfer?

What type of event(s) would be available for the group after hours?


Would transportation be necessary?
□ Y    □  N   □ Don’t Know
Submit form to STMA no later than Oct. 1. Mail to STMA, 805 New Hampshire, Ste. E, Lawrence, KS 66044 or email to STMAinfo@STMA.org.
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